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Law and Identity Manipulation: Evidence from Colonial Punjab 
 
ABSTRACT: 
I analyze the impact on identity manipulation of the creation of an �agricultural 
caste” category by the Punjab Alienation of Land Act (1901), the membership of 
which granted access to various advantages on the land market. Using original data 
built from the census of Punjab from 1881 to 1921, I show, using various double 
differences strategies, that caste groups manipulated their caste identity in order to 
claim an affiliation to the castes registered as agricultural, explicitly ruling out 
alternative demographic interpretations. This points to the ability of individuals to 
adapt their caste identity in response to economic incentives over the short run. 
More broadly, it questions the impact of ethnic based policies on the definition of 
ethnic groups themselves. 
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